
 
 

1 

And By The Way, Retirees. 
NEWSLETTER OF THE LANGARA COLLEGE ASSOCIATION OF RETIREES 
Volume 1 / Issue 1 / February 22rd 2022 

HAPPY TWOSDAY 

LCAR is taking this rare, 
auspicious occasion to 
launch our premier 
edition of its newsletter.  
Some say that “Twosday” 
is a date that is charged 
with “Special energy in some spiritual circles.” LCAR hopes the 
newsletter will have the same effect on our readership and will 
help make you feel more connected to Langara. Happy 
“Twosday” and happy reading. 
 

BECOMING LCAR 
In the fall of 2021, our retirees group became the Langara College 
Association of Retirees (LCAR) and a registered society.  

Thanks to the great work and 
creativity of Deborah Schratter 
and Alex Gordeyeva from the 
Langara Communications & 
Marketing Department, LCAR 
has a new logo.  Our logo, shown 
symbolizes gathering and 
sharing. 
 

LCAR WEBSITE 

Our website is lcar.ca and it has a new feature; News & Events. 
One of the highlights of this page is that it shows the latest 
workshop that is being offered.  For each workshop the 
registration link will also be provided.  The March workshop is 
“Healthy Eating for Seniors” March 9th at 1330. Currently the 
workshop is being offered in-person on campus.  This is subject 
to change to comply with COVID mandates.    

THE LCAR 
NEWSLETTER 

Welcome to the premier 
issue of And By The Way, 
Retirees.   

If you have any ideas, 
stories, suggestions, 
names of new retirees, 
retirees’ stories or 
remembrances that you 
would like to see in a 
future newsletter, please 
email Gail Bremer at 
gbremer1@telus.net 
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AND ON 49TH 
President and CEO, Dr. Lane Trotter resigned from his position in December, 2021 to assume the 
same position at Camosun College. Currently, Yusuf Varachia is the Acting President and CEO.   

On June 6, 2022 Dr. Paula Burns will become Langara’s 
fourth President and CEO.  Dr. Burns comes from 
Lethbridge College where over the past nine years she 
established herself as “an active and energetic leader 
locally, provincially and nationally.  Dr. Burns served on 
various national committees including the College and 
Institutes Canada, National Indigenous Education 
Advisory Committee and she was president of the 
Presidents’ Advisory Committee on Sustainability.  Dr. 
Burn’s academic leadership priorities include 

“indigenization, student success and justice, equity, inclusion and diversity for students, faculty, staff 
and community.”  On behalf of all the Langara retirees please welcome Dr. Burns to Langara. 

CONVOCATION 2022 
The first in-person convocation ceremony in two 
years will occur on June 21, 22 and 23 at the 
Queen Elizabeth Theater.   

 

If you would like to volunteer at this event, please 
email convocation@langara.ca    

 

2021 HOLIDAY HAMPER 
The 2021 Holiday Hamper program was the largest on 
record.  Thanks to the generosity of all Langara employees, 
the program was able to fund-raise a record-breaking 
$41,268 (after matching) by the various departments.  In 
total the program was able to support 76 families and over 
745 individual students with gifts/food for Christmas.  A total 
of $204,015 was distributed to Langara students in need.              
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STUDENT AWARDS 
Environmental Studies students Drew Egan and Mike Smith-Cairn and their 
instructors took first and second place at the CityStudio showcase, Vancouver 
HUBBUB 17.  The Langara student’s innovative projects were chosen from among 
15 other entries submitted from students attending SFU, UBC, and BCIT.  Langara 
students also took first place in the HUBBUB 15 competition in December, 2020.  
In the last nine years, over 10,000 students have worked on 1,860 projects 

through CityStudio.  CityStudio is an important hub where Vancouver city staff, college and university 
students and community organizations co-create experimental projects to make Vancouver more 
sustainable, equitable and joyful.  Congratulations.  
 

STUDIO 58 CAMPAIGN 
The Langara College Foundation and Studio 58 have launched a campaign for 
new theater seats.  The current seats that were installed in 1992 desperately 
need to be replaced.  The new retractable seats will increase the capacity of 
the theater and will provide more teaching and learning space for the 
students.  If you wish to contribute to this campaign, contact the foundation.   

SOS CAMPAIGN 

March will see the kickoff to the annual Support Our Students (SOS) campaign.  As always, the 
campaign celebrates Langara’s spirit of giving so that our students may succeed both in and out of the 
classroom.  Every cent raised works to expand and improve the student experience.  Donations 
between March 1–31 will be matched by the College.   

HONOURING HARRY LENDVOY 

Having completed the marking of his 12,000th 
final exam, Harry Lendvoy retired after 50 
years as an instructor in the Kinesiology 
department.  During his tenure at the College, 
Harry taught several theory courses, tennis 
and sports medicine in the old Human 

Performance Program; Health and Fitness for the Nursing Department and Sports Medicine and 
Coaching Certification courses for Continuing Studies. Harry also helped to develop the new 
Kinesiology department by creating its three core courses.  Over 12,000 of Langara’s alumni and 
countless Continuing Studies students have benefited from Harry’s teaching, experience, expertise 
and passion for sport, sports medicine and coaching.    
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Outside the classroom Harry was the head coach of the Falcon’s men’s soccer team from 1973-1979.   

In the community, Harry was a pioneer of Sport Medicine in BC and a founding board member of 
SportMed BC.  He created the BC Sports First Aid Program which has been a valuable benefit to 
sports or fitness programs throughout the province.  As a testament to Harry’s exceptional 
contribution to sports medicine, he is one of only ten honorary members for SportMed BC. 

Harry’s interest and talents also extended to the coaching realm.  He is both a National Coaching 
Certification Program Master Course Conductor and a Learning Facilitator.  For over 30 years Harry 
has provided coaches with the essential educational tools and resources to enhance their team’s 
development and enjoyment of sport.     

Harry’s influence on the sporting community and sports medicine is immeasurable.  His dedication 
and teaching have allowed for a “thriving field that supports health and performance through sport 
and exercise.”  To honor Harry’s enormous contribution to Langara a reception was held and a new 
Langara scholarship will be started in his name.   

LCAR would like to congratulate Harry on a remarkable career.  Happy Retirement.  If you would like 
to watch a video honoring Harry it is located at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vRdg8ZCdxyU 

 

MOIRA GOOKSTETTER LEAVES THE FOUNDATION 
AND ADVANCEMENT DEPARTMENT 

Moira Gookstetter is leaving snəw̓eyəɬ leləm̓ Langara College on 
February 23rd to return to her work as a consultant. Over her six 
years at Langara, Moira assembled, structured, and reenergized 
the Langara College Foundation and College Advancement 
department. Her many meaningful contributions have left a long-
lasting and positive impact on our students and alumni. Those 

contributions include spearheading the Beyond 49 celebrations in our 49th year, the first 
comprehensive campaign in the College’s history; initiating many scholarships and awards to benefit 
our students; and playing a key role in building community partnerships, such as RBC Royal Bank, in 
support of our Indigenous students. 

Moira has been a champion for our retiree association. She worked tirelessly to enhance 
communication between retirees and Langara, and to grow our membership.  

Thank you, Moira, for your immense contributions to Langara and its retiree group. We wish you well 
in the next stage of your professional career.   

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vRdg8ZCdxyU
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REMEMBERING DAVE MITTON 

Dave Mitton: founding giant of Langara College, a builder of 
community and good fellowship, as well as an inspirational 
instructor and mentor, innovative leader and dearly loved friend 
with the most wonderful heart and sense of humour.     

It was a heartbreaking day when Dave’s many friends and 
colleagues lost this wonderful, multitalented individual last year.  
Dave was a founding member of the Langara faculty having 
started at VCC’s King Edward School campus in 1965.  During his 
35-year tenure at the Langara site he became not only the 
cornerstone of the Math and Stats department, but the mainstay-
sometimes the main sail of the college.   Besides being a calm, 

inspirational instructor, Dave served in many roles within the department and was the early President 
of the Faculty Association.  Dave’s community building extended beyond just Langara as he helped to 
establish a similar level of conviviality at the proceedings of the provincial math articulation 
committee on which he served as Vice-Chair for several years.  

Dave valued and nurtured social gatherings which brought members of the department and the 
college closer together.  He was an early promoter of the fundraising Galas where he performed the 
unforgettable “Three Little Maids” and with the DerryAirs.  Not only was he an incredible musician, 
he was also an entertaining story teller, hiker, biker and climber.  He was a feature at the annual LFA 
President’s Bar where his famous Margaritas were always a main attraction.   

Dave lived life to the fullest and brought joy to all of us. He was, and remains in our hearts as a warm, 
generous, devoted friend, as well as, both a definer and an embodiment of what it means to be a 
Langarian.  He left the world in a better place for his sojourn in it.  Clearly, Dave Mitton touched 
many lives so let's fill to Dave the parting glass, and drink a health whate’er befall.  And let him rise 
within our hearts. Peace and good cheer be with us all. 

If you would like to read the many eulogies to Dave, please visit the lcar.ca website. 

 

https://lcar.ca/
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